	Standard 2: The study programme purpose

	The purpose of the graduate study programme Social Sciences and Computing is the improvement and specialization of those students who have already mastered a basic knowledge on the faculties of social sciences, but who want to apply it by using contemporary Internet technologies and services, different software tools, and also in the manner enriched by quantitative analysis. 

A need for this study programme comes from a higher demand (world-wide, but also in our country and in the region) for experts in different fields of social sciences who intensively use contemporary technologies in their work. Job offers, marketplace flow, as well as trends in economy, society, public administration bodies, and other public institutions, undoubtedly point to that fact and there is no need for a further explanation.

On the other hand, the dynamic development of new computing and Internet technologies make undergraduate studies in various fields of social sciences insufficient for adequate response to the above mentioned marketplace and social needs. That is the reason why by this study programme  the University of Belgrade wants to offer its students knowledge and competence that are in accordance with the dynamics of job offers in the marketplace.

The University of Belgrade has on its own faculties a very long tradition in computing as well as in social sciences. For many years, at various faculties of the University of Belgrade study programmes of computing, different quantitative disciplines, as well as legal sciences, economics, humanities and other social sciences have been offered on all levels of studies. Due to students’ increased interest in the study programmes of interdisciplinary character on graduate studies level, this study programme meets the students’ needs. That is one of very important strategic goals of the University of Belgrade, considering the following facts:

1. There is students’ demand for master studies in which computing and social sciences are combined.  The existing programs in computing, and also in certain fields of social sciences, do not offer enough interdisciplinary content, so the students who have finished the undergraduate studies in social sciences and humanities currently have relatively narrow frameworks for furthering their studies in an interdisciplinary way. 

2. The University of Belgrade has sufficient resources and staff to offer high-quality interdisciplinary master study programme related to the use of computing in social sciences.

3. The University of Belgrade wants to follow not only a national, but also world trends in the offer of the educated profiles. The number of study programmes related to the use of computing in social sciences in higher educational institutions is constantly growing over the last years worldwide.
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